Explanation of the Decree of Unification
March 28, 2022
Dear parishioners,
In this weekend’s bulletin, you will see a decree signed by Cardinal Cupich. A decree is a pronouncement
or document that formalizes a decision within the Church. In this case, the decree included here concerns
the decision for Queen of Martyrs and St. Bernadette Parishes to unite as a new parish after our
grouping’s Renew My Church discernment. This note is intended to address what have been common
questions in other groupings when they received their decree.
The decree states that Queen of Martyrs and St. Bernadette will form a new parish on July 1, 2022. The
decree states the new parish will have an ad interim name. This means that the parish will be called
Queen of Martyrs and St. Bernadette Parish until we propose a new name to Cardinal Cupich for his
consideration and approval.
One detail in the decree is that the territory of Most Holy Redeemer Parish bounded by 98th Street on the
north, Kedzie Avenue on the east, Spaulding Avenue on the west, and 99th Street on the south is being
added to the united Queen of Martyrs and St. Bernadette. This is being done because uniting parishes
must be geographically contiguous. The goal was to re-assign the smallest amount of territory possible
from Most Holy Redeemer Parish to provide a contiguous geography for Queen of Martyrs and St.
Bernadette.
Additionally, the decree states Queen of Martyrs Church will be the parish church of the new parish and
that the churches of Queen of Martyrs Parish and St. Bernadette Parish will be churches of the new
parish. A couple of notes on this:
When two or more parishes unite as one parish, Rome requires that the united parish’s
sacramental records be kept in one place and for that location to be designated in the decree as
the parish church. Practically speaking, the location of sacramental records is the only implication
of the parish church designation. Beginning on July 1, the sacramental records of the united
parish will be maintained at the offices on the Queen of Martyrs campus. Until such time as the
two church campuses are united into a single parish campus at Queen of Martyrs, each location
will maintain their existing sacramental records. An update will be provided when the records are
brought together at the parish office on the Queen of Martyrs campus.
Second, the decree states that each of the churches of Queen of Martyrs Parish and St.
Bernadette Parish will be churches of the new parish. This could raise questions in light of what
was shared at the announcement in January that within the next two years, the parish’s regular
schedule of Masses will fully transition to Queen of Martyrs and the regular schedule of Masses
at St. Bernadette Church will conclude. The decree is written as it is because under church law,
when a new parish is formed, all of the assets of each former parish become part of the new
parish. This includes the churches. Until the procedure for formally closing a church occurs, a
church remains a church of the parish even if regular daily or Sunday Masses are not scheduled
at the church.
Regarding the name of the new parish, there will be a process to include everyone. We will keep you
updated on the timeline of when this process to consider a parish name will begin.
Let us hold fast to the Lord’s promise that He is with us always, and trust in the fact that He is at work in a
special way within our faith community and is creating something new for all of us.

